
Anchor Announcements 
From the Middle School Team 

Friday August 26, 2016 
 
 
 

Note to Parents: 
 
Parents, please remember that as per school policy, middle school students are required to keep their 

phones and other electronic devices in their lockers and turned OFF during the day. Please do not send 

a text during the school day expecting your child to check their phone or see it before 3pm. If you have 

an urgent message for your child, you can always contact the front desk at the school, and we will pass 

on the information as promptly as possible. Thank you! 

The middle school (6-8th) STEM club will begin next week, August 30 from 3-4 in Mrs. Minor's room. It will be 

every 2nd and 4th Tuesday of the month. If you are interested, please attend the first meeting for details on 

the year’s challenge.  

*SeaCamp 2017: If your child(ren) will be attending the Newfound Harbor Marine Institute (SeaCamp) in April of 

2017 (Dates will be secured very soon)....Please send a check in for $350.00 and make it out to Anchorage Public 

School. PLEASE TELL YOUR CHILD TO GIVE THE CHECK TO MR. DUNN AS SOON AS THEY ARRIVE TO SCHOOL IN 

THE MORNING.  My planning is from 8-9 every morning M-F 

Please let Mr. Dunn know if any middle school student is interested in attending the FCA Leadership training on 

Sunday August 28th, 2:00pm-4:00pm 



 

Fellowship of Christian Athletes will begin meeting on Friday September 23rd in the small gym. Students need to 

be dropped off in the back carpool area at 7:20am. Please be looking for further announcements via the Middle 

School Newsletter or Monday Morning announcements. You may also contact Mr. Dunn at: 

Jeff.dunn@anchorage.kyschools.us 

 

 
 

Link to the Middle School General Information page on the website 
https://7th8thgeneral.wordpress.com/  

 
Link to the Middle School Handbook 
https://7th8thgeneral.files.wordpress.com/2016/08/ms-2016-17-handbook-002.pdf  
 

 

 

Class Happenings: 
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 6thgrade:melissa.sangster@anchorage.kyschools.us; 
teresawooldridge@anchorage.kyschools.us 
 
From Mrs. Sangster: 
Sangster 6th Grade LA  
Reminder that book projects are due Sept. 14.  You now have all the examples/instructions necessary for 
completing all components.  Some are a bit behind on reading and need to really hit  the books this 
weekend.  I recommend all reading be complete by this week so that in case you’re gone over Labor Day 
weekend, you still have a solid week to prep all components.   
 
Tuck Everlasting  final comprehension test is Monday!   
 
Grade 6 Wooldridge: 
The students have made a smooth transition to Middle School with lockers, and privilege of not being 
chaperoned around the building.  
Science We have begun the study of air quality; this week focusing on the states of matter.  We have 
modeled how to answer written questions using our science knowledge, using the information clues given 
in the question, and answering the complete question. 
Language Arts 
Our study of Tuck Everlasting included applying story elements by creating a flip chart (hanging in the 
hallway if you get a chance to stop by). We’ve had interesting discussion on the theme.  Yesterday’s movie 
was a good example of why you should not write your report from the movie version when you’re required 
to read the book for your report ( will help when they get to HS). 
We completed our first vocabulary unit together.  The class now knows what is required, and how the work 
is to be completed to prepare for the quiz each Friday.   In grammar we began our study of prepositional 
phrases.  This will come in helpful with writing. 
Geography 
We’ve completed the introduction, review of latitude, longitude and why certain lines have names.  The 
students have worked with the 5 themes and understand how we use them in our daily lives. 
 
 

 7/8 Language Arts (Ms. Lanham): jennifer.lanham@anchorage.kyschools.us  

 

Salutations. This week students have focused on writing, poetry, nonfiction texts, and literature. 

Vocabulary Test scores for week 2 are up in Infinite Campus. You can now request access to your students 

Google Classroom. If you would like an invite, please send me your preferred email address. 

 

7th Grade - Read The Possibility of Evil by Shirley Jackson on Monday. On Tuesday, they worked on their 

letters of introduction. That assignment will be due on Google Classroom September 6. Right now we are 

focusing on the drafting and revising phases. Next week we will do final edits and begin typing. On 

Wednesday, they learned how to properly construct text-based short answers. They used their new skills 

to work collaboratively to create five text-based open-ended question based on an article about the 

future of space travel. They then used their new skills to create an ideal answer for the questions. They 

turned that assignment in at the end of class. On Thursday, they read The Charge of the Light Brigade. 

They are comparing and contrasting the war myth in the poem to the war myth of Mazer Rackham in 
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Ender's Game for their poetry reflection this week. That will be due on Google Classroom next Thursday. 

Their first NoRedInk.com assignment is posted and ready. Many have already begun making significant 

progress. It will be due next Friday, September 2 by midnight (although I hope they don't stay up that late 

working on it). Their first book project is also due next Friday. September 2 on Google Classroom. 

 

8th Grade - Read The Lottery by Shirley Jackson on Monday. On Tuesday, they worked on their high 

school letters. This assignment is bringing up lots of questions and concerns about high school 

applications and even college concerns. This may be a great time to talk to your 8th grader about high 

school and college possibilities and expectations. The high school letter will be due on Google Classroom 

September 6. Right now we are focusing on the drafting and revising phases. Next week we will do final 

edits and begin typing. On Wednesday, they learned how to properly construct text-based short answers. 

They used their new skills to work collaboratively to create five text-based open-ended question based on 

an article about whether the battle at Troy was history or a myth. They then used their new skills to 

create an ideal answer for the questions. They turned that assignment in at the end of class. On Thursday, 

they read The Tyger. They are answering questions based on the poem for their poetry reflection this 

week. They should be using their text-based answer skills to complete that assignment. That will be due 

on Google Classroom next Thursday. Their first NoRedInk.com assignment is due today, Friday, August 

26 by midnight (although I hope they don't stay up that late working on it). Their first book project is also 

due next Friday. September 2 on Google Classroom. 

 7/8 Math (Mrs. Harpool):  terri.harpool@anchorage.kyschools.us 
 
All math classes completed their first test of the school year and will be on new units net week.  Students 
also competed their first maps test of the year.  Please check my Infinite Campus each Monday for updated 
grades as well as google classroom for the weekly assignments. 
 
I believe we are all settling into the regular routines of being back in school. I am confident that the sailing 
will only get smoother as we progress through the year.  I appreciate the support that we, the teachers 
receive from you, the parents on your end to help us in developing the capable young people that are our 
students.  Continued cooperation between school and home is truly to the benefit of the students.  Thank 
you. 
 
As always, feel free to contact me anytime that a question or concern may arise. 
Have a great weekend! 
~Mrs. Harpool 

 
 7/8 Science (Mrs. Minor):   raechel.minor@anchorage.kyschools.us  

 
7th Grade-  
Students are working through Newton's Laws of Motion. We have one more activity this 
upcoming week and then will focus on a voice-over project using physics terms. Be looking in the 
upcoming weeks for a Youtube link with a video that your student created.  
 
8th Grade- 
Class is running smoothly and most students are catching up with the procedures for science 
class. Students have just made their 8th entry in their journals over evolution. Our chicken wing 
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dissection will occur on Monday and then our conversation will turn to Charles Darwin and the 
theory of natural selection.  

 

 7/8 Social Studies (Mr. VanKlompenberg):  ben.vanklompenberg@anchorage.kyschools.us  
 

7th Grade World History: 

This week we explored culture and economics.  Students completed activities in both, and are 

currently working on how these themes of Social Studies influence their lives.  Next week we will 

cover geography and history.  Next week we will also begin to compile all of this information and 

create music videos about ourselves.   

8th Grade U.S. History: 

It has been a week full of presentations.  Students are currently finishing up gathering all the 

needed information for each explorer from our shared Fakebook folder.  The students did a great 

job creating engaging presentations and listening to one another present.  We also started our 

first Document Based Question (DBQ) this week.  We will do several of these this year to get the 

students prepared for the advanced courses at the high schools.  Next week we will finish up our 

mini explorer unit with a quiz on Monday, and start our next unit on American Indians before 

European arrival.   

 7/8 Spanish (Mrs. Donald):  hannah.donald@anchorage.kyschools.us 

 
Hola, todos.  
What a whirlwind of a week! Students in 7th grade have worked on basic introductions and greetings and 
some fundamental Spanish grammar principles. 8th graders have been working on introductions, with a 
cultural focus on customs in Argentina, and reviewing basic grammar learned last year. Students took their 
first Spanish vocab quiz on Friday.  
 
We will have our first Spanish Conversation Club meeting next week on Tuesday in my room from 3:15-
4pm. This club is not official, and students can attend whenever they are able. We will play games in 
Spanish, chat in Spanish (of course!) and sometimes have guests speakers or go for walks in Spanish (a stroll 
in español!). We will plan to meet every two weeks except on breaks, or if I have a conflict on Tuesday the 
day of the week may fluctuate. I will give announcements the week before in class.  
 
Worldfest is coming to Louisville on labor day weekend! This is a wonderful celebration of cultures, free 
for the whole family and a great opportunity for my students to experience Hispanic culture. I have sent 
home a flyer with specific info about how students can earn 20 enrichment points by going to Worldfest 
and experiencing a HISPANIC culture in some way. Check out this link for more details: 
https://louisvilleky.gov/government/city-events/worldfest  
If you want to be invited to see my Google classroom as a guardian, please email me the email address you 
prefer for that. You only have to do this for one teacher, then you’ll be able to view (but not edit) all your 
child’s classes.  
 

 7/8 Technology and LEAPS (Mrs. Broyles, Mrs. Steltenpohl, Mrs. Wiles, Mrs. Wilson, Mrs. 
Conely)  jan.broyles@anchorage.kyschools.us; karen.steltenpohl@anchorage.kyschools.us; 
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sara.wiles@anchorage.kyschools.us; meg.wilson@anchorage.kyschools.us; 
lois.conely@anchorage.kyschools.us  

 
Math –  Supply Check on Tuesday, September 6th. Students should have yellow folder, notebook, 
pencil pack, agenda, and calculator in class each time. 

Tech –   –   Mrs. Steltenpohl’s Tech Class:  This week both 7th and 8th grade classes worked with Online 
Safety and Cyber Bullying. HW is listed on my Google Classroom – please remind your student to complete 
their Easy Tech over the weekend if they have not already done so. It is due at 8:00 am Monday. 

 
Reading/Writing – During LEAPS writing this week, students took a MAP test.   They also 

participated in several activities (including reading and interpreting quotes, reading a current event, 

and discussing historical and current events) to help them understand the impact and importance 

of words.   

Tech Integration –  In Tech Integration Class, students are getting set up to roll this year!  We 

have gone over the Student Acceptable Use Policy (AUP) and every student should be able to 

explain the acceptable uses for technology at Anchorage. We have set up and accessed various 

accounts and personalized their school Windows and Google accounts.  Eighth graders have 

created "Fakebook" accounts using Google Slides for a famous explorer.  This was done as an 

integration with Mr. VK's social studies class.  In another technology and social studies integration 

activity, the seventh graders will be creating an Animoto media presentation showing their personal 

connections to the elements of social studies. I am looking forward to a great year with these truly 

exceptional young people! 

PE –  7th and 8th grade will be visiting the Anchorage Trail for a day of fitness if the weather 

permits.  We will be beginning a unit on soccer with a day of soccer skills, soccer kickball, and 

soccer games.  We will also begin our Presidential Council For Physical Fitness Pre-Testing in the 

coming weeks.  Have a great weekend! 

Art --  Mr. Dunn - Visual Arts Teacher/ FCA Sponsor/ SeaCamp Co-Sponsor 

In the Art room: All 6th,7th, & 8th grade students MUST return their syllabus with a PARENT 

signature by next week or they will receive a Zero. If you have any questions please contact me 

via email: Jeff.dunn@anchorage.kyschools.us 
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